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The season on Skomer was delayed by five days due to strong northerly winds and the first 
workshop went over on the 5th April when the island opened for the 2015 season. We were 
greeted with high numbers of Atlantic grey seals hauled out on North Haven beach. The 
puffins, razorbills and guillemots had all came back on time and were in pristine breeding 
condition.

The numbers of guillemots and razorbills on the ledges by the steps are going up year on 
year with more chicks being raised. This location is an excellent spot to capture these two 
species of auks in flight. The rocky outcrops just up the track from the warden’s meeting were 
frequently occupied, something I haven’t seen before that allowed a different point of view to 
be taken from underneath. 

The bluebells were in flower for the workshop on the 13th May with the southern cliff slopes 
painted pink with the most extensive coverage of thrift ever seen. This was probabaly a 
consequence of the winter storms of 2014 drenching these areas in salt spray which favours 
the growth of salt-loving plants such as thrift and sea campion. 

The puffins were bringing in sandeels to feed their chicks for the workshop on the 30th May 
and the bluebells and sea campion were still in flower making for a memorable day on the 
island. The unsettled weather during June meant that the windy conditions often provided 
great opportunities for puffin in-flight shots as they were forced to hang in the wind when 
attempting to land. Some just took off, hovered, and then returned back to the cliff edge at 
the Wick. 

Many participants managed to capture the Holy Grail image of a puffin in-flight with a beak 
full of sandeels and the quality of the photography that is produced as witnessed by the gal-
leries on the website always amazes me. It was also a record breaking year for sightings of puf-
flings at the entrance to their burrows in July. The sea mayweed at the Wick comes into flower 
later on at the end of June and in July making a lovely backdrop for the puffins. It is increasing 
in its coverage, again as a consequence of the 2014 winter storms dousing this area in salt.

The season was capped off with the seals returning to the island at the end of August to have 
their pups and 2015 has been another record year for numbers born.
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Alice Spani-Molella
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Andy Hollingham
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Andy Prior
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Anne Anderson
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Arthur Simmons
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Carys Brown
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Cathy Thomas
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Ciara Owens
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Claire Burton
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Colin Whitcombe
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Daniel Rocha
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Dave Godfrey
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Dave Harwood
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David Bailey
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Dick Steele
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Ed Gregson-Barnes
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Ed Hastings-Evans



20 www.andydavies.info

Geraldine Smallman
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Huw Jones
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Jan Sullivan
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Janelle McCracken
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Jean Tye
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Julia Burrows
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Karen Dyer
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Keith Surey
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Kennedy Kariuke
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Kevin Williams
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Lesley Gooding
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Lucero Vaca
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Luke Doshi Keeble
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Mahdieh Tourani
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Mark Lee
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Mary Simmons
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Melanie Evans
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Michelle Covington-Jones
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Monica Doshi
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Nigel Dell
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Patricia Calderon
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Paul Evans
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Pete Llewellyn
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Phill Perry
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Pred Hughes
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Rebecca Dabbs



46 www.andydavies.info

Rob Thompson
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Sapai Min
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Steve Andrews
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Subi Sridharan
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Sue Roberts
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Tafadzwa Shumba
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Tony Sawyer
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